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Updated 2015-2016 FAST Benchmarks 
 

The early literacy benchmarks (a.k.a. cutpoints) for the screening tools are updated for the 2015-2016 year. This 

update is a result of the FASTBridge research and development team having two additional years of data and 

research upon which to base benchmarks and make appropriate adjustments. Similar to previous benchmarks, these 

developer-provided numbers were established to identify those students who are, and are not, on track for reading 

success. District and school personnel can continue to use these measures with confidence for their intended 

purposes of universal screening and progress monitoring.   

 

This update in benchmarks has two implications: First, the decisions made using previous benchmarks continue to 

be valid for those time periods. Second, comparisons of data across years will base cutpoints for each year on that 

year’s approved benchmark. For overall health of the system and risk level of the student, these type of 

comparisons across benchmarks should not be cause for concern. 

 

Changes in the benchmarks vary by grade and screening window. That is, some of the benchmarks remain 

unchanged while others have increased or decreased to varying degrees. In general, aReading benchmarks have 

increased somewhat while the adjustments to CBM-R benchmarks are both upward and downward to improve 

consistency between the grades. Overall, these updated numbers should provide increased consistency between 

grade levels as well as between different measures (i.e., CBM-R and aReading) for the same learner. 

 

Recall that benchmarks represent the lowest score that "passes" the screening. Any score lower than this score is 

interpreted as at risk or needing additional attention. Also, please note that the administration, scoring, and 

interpretation of the measures remain the same.  

 

FAST K-1 earlyReading subtests and Composite 

 Kindergarten 1st Grade 

Measure Fall Winter Spring Fall Winter Spring 

Concepts of Print 8      

Onset Sounds 12 16     

Letter Names 20      

Letter Sounds  5 28 41    

Word Segmenting  25 30 26 30 32 

Nonsense Words  7 12 9 15 20 

Sight Words-50   20    

Sight Words-150    20 48 64 

Sentence Reading    18   

CBM-Reading     41 70 

earlyReading Composite 34 51 64 34 51 64 

 

FAST CBM-R 

Grade Fall Winter Spring 

Kdg    

1st  41 70 

2nd 59 87 105 

3rd 91 115 130 

4th 116 135 150 

5th 133 150 161 

6th 141 158 171 

 

FAST aReading 

Grade Fall Winter Spring 

Kdg  417 434 

1st 434 453 469 

2nd 468 479 486 

3rd 483 496 501 

4th 499 505 511 

5th 508 515 521 

6th 516 521 527 
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2015-2016 IGDIs Benchmarks 
 

The preschool literacy IGDIs benchmarks (a.k.a. cutpoints) for the 2015-2016 year are unchanged. Recall that these 

provided numbers were established to identify those preschool students who are, and are not, on track for reading 

success. District and school personnel can continue to use these measures with confidence for their intended 

purposes of universal screening.   

 

The benchmarks represent the lowest score that "passes" the screening. Any score lower than those listed is 

interpreted as at-risk. Note that the administration, scoring, and interpretation of the measures remain the same.  

 

Individual subtest cut points are listed below. The Full Set Score is calculated and displayed within Iowa TIER.  To 

meet the Full Set target a student must be above benchmark in at least three of four domains. Each domain has one 

test, except for phonological analysis which has two tests during the winter and spring window. If a student is 

below benchmark on either of these tests they are consider below benchmark in that domain. 

 

 

 

 

IGDIs – 4-year-old 

Measure Fall Winter Spring 

Picture Naming 9 9 9 

Rhyming 10 9 11 

Sound Identification 10 9 13 

Which One Doesn’t Belong  9 9 9 

First Sounds/Alliteration  9 9 

Full Set Score Note: IGDIs Full Set scores are computed 

and displayed within Iowa TIER 

 


